
Member Limelight – December 2022 
 

Maurice Gunderson is in the limelight for December, 2022 

 

He has been a continuous MDPA member for 23 years, joining the club in 1999.  We are going to 

spotlight his path and accomplishment’s in this month’s article. 

 Maurice became enchanted with defying gravity at 10 years old when his father signed up for 

ground school.  It was two nights a week at the local FBO and he asked if could go with his Dad to the 

classes.  The class used books and film strips from a company called Sanderson, and the instructor 

was named Vern.  Maurice learned a lot, including how to read weather reports and forecasts that 

came off the teletype machine (no personal computers).  The best part came at the end of each class 

when they went out into the hangar and Vern would talk about all the airplanes.  He especially liked 

the beautiful new Aero Commander that was based at the FBO.  His Dad never did finish his PPL, but 

Maurice did, and that class was the beginning of his lifelong passions with flying. 

He didn’t have the time or money to join a Flying Club when he was a student so after graduation in 

1974 he got a job and became a student pilot at the Oregon State University Flying Club.  After 43 

hours of instruction and passing the written & practical exams he became a Private Pilot. 

And why did he take to flying?  It allowed him to defy the surly bonds of earth and transport him to 

other worlds, mentally and physically.  The simple answer is that he loves and is passionate about 

flying. 

He built time in Cessna 150’s , 172’s, 177 RG’s, 182’s, 182 RG’s, a Grob 120, a Citrabia and a 

Cherokee.  In 1999 he purchased his beloved Cessna Turbo Centurion which he is still flying 

today.  In the past 23 years he has logged 3,100 hours as PIC, 200 hours of actual instrument and 

2,900 hours of Cross Country flying. 



Here are photos of  some aircraft types that Maurice has built time in. 

  

 

 

 

 
                   Cessna172                                                  Cessna 182                                          Grob 120 

 
Maurice’s Cessna Turbo Centurion 

 

We all have a favorite destination and when asked about his favorite destination he answered ‘The 

next one.’  So it seems every destination is his favorite destination and his answer should bring a 

smile to every pilot’s face. 

When asked what he likes and dislikes about aviation, Maurice answered: 

“I like airplanes themselves, aviation technology, aviation history, and the future of aviation.  Most of 

all I enjoy meeting aviation people, especially those who build airplanes or start aviation companies.” 

He doesn’t like leaded fuel because it is nasty stuff for humans and our airplane engines. Fortunately 

for all pilots, unleaded fuel is finally coming to its end in the near future. 

Maurice served as President of MDPA from 2016 through 2019.  He really enjoyed the position and 

made a many new friends within MDPA.  

  



Together with the other officers, here are some of the highlights that Maurice and his team 

accomplished during his presidency: 

  Started holiday functions with Veterans from the VA hospital in Martinez. 

  Established joint functions with EAA393, including holiday dinners and crab feeds. 

  Created financial advantages for members with the avgas discount and oil store. 

  Doubled paid membership! 

  Automated back-office functions.  This freed up valuable volunteers from routine tasks so they 

       can concentrate on the fun things that MDPA members enjoy. 

  Improved collections and cash flow. 

  Built the MDPA website. 

  Established A close supportive relationship with Cibtra Costa County airport management. 

  Transitioned MDPA over to a new Board of Directors who will take it into the future! 

Maurice’s service also included membership on the Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC) and the 

Airport Advisory Committee (AAC).  His participation in the ALUC AND AAC was rewarded when 

Buchanan Field management presented the Airport Recognition Award to him for his volunteer work 

supporting airport services and operations.  

 
 

Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC) 

The purpose of an ALUC is to conduct airport land use compatibility planning.  ALUC’s protect public 

health, safety, and welfare by ensuring the orderly expansion of airports and the adoption of land 

use measures that minimize the public’s exposure to excessive noise and safety hazards within areas 

around public airports. 

 

Aviation Advisory Committee 

The Aviation Advisory Committee (AAC) was established in 1977 to provide advice and 

recommendations to the Board of Supervisors on aviation issues related to the Contra Costa County 

Airports. 



Maurice is a very active individual and in addition to flying he is involved in: 

Music 

Electronics 

Animal rescue  

Thermodynamics 

Entrepreneurship 

Macro economics 

Systems engineering 

Corporate governance 

Sponsoring scholarships  

Amateur radio (call sign KK6BXO) 

 

In the last decade he has combined his airplane with animal rescue to fly for Pilots-n-Paws.  

Pilots N Paws® is a non-profit organization of volunteers engaged in the valuable services of rescuing, 

sheltering and adopting animals.  Maurice has not only flown rescue missions to save animals.  On one 

trip, He fell in love with and adopted ‘Fargo. 

 

 
 

In this past decade, he has flown 386 noble creatures to new homes.  And look at the smile on 

Fargo’s face in the above photo.  Fargo is happy that he found Maurice and that Maurice has 

helped so many animals find a new home. 

Maurice enjoyed a long and eventful career in aeronautical engineering, real estate investment, 

founding  companies  and as a venture capitalist. 

  



He and his wife, Rebecca, lived in Orinda, CA for 28 years.  He based his airplane at Buchanan Field 

until they moved to an aviation air park at Independence, Oregon (7S5) located in the Willamette 

Valley.  Their new home is a pilots dream come true.  The house is on a taxiway with an attached 

garage for the cars and an attached hangar for his Centurion (N4429L). 

  

BLUE SKIES & TAILWINDS 

 

  MDPA thanks Maurice for his long term service by honoring him with a Life Membership in 

our club at the 2022 Aviation Community Holiday celebration. 

 
 

 

Maurice's Certificate of 

Appreciation  

Maurice between the two Rich's 

accepting his Life Membership in MDPA  

Maurice, his plane and  

Buchanan Field  

 

 


